“Fate has written our policy for us; the trade of the world must and shall be ours…We will establish trading posts throughout the world as distributing points for American products…Great colonies governing themselves, flying our flag and trading with us, will grow about our posts of trade” 
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   “…Chronic wrongdoing which results in a general loosening of the ties of civilized society, may ultimately require intervention by some civilized nation…the Monroe Doctrine may force the United States, however, reluctantly, in flagrant cases of such wrongdoing to the exercise of an international police power.”
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“Property can be paid for; the lives of peaceful and innocent people cannot be.  The present German submarine warfare against commerce is a warfare against mankind…We are glad…to fight…for the ultimate peace of the world must be made safe for democracy…We have no selfish ends to serve.  We desire no conquest, no dominion.  We seek no indemnities…It is a fearful thing to lead this great peaceful people into war…But the right is more precious than peace.”

[image: Related image]It’s a cinchery. We must enlarge our navy to be in it.
The others are growing to beat the band. Congress must provide for a larger navy.
I must keep ze place with England.
We can’t be behind yet – the Reichstag must gif me a grosser navy.
Our blooming navy must grow twice as fast as any other or Britannia won’t rule the ocean.
I won’t take a back seat for anyone. Japan
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The Zimmerman Note

Berlin, January 19, 1917

On the first of February we intend to begin submarine warfare unrestricted.  In spite of this it is our intention to keep neutral the United States of America.  

If this attempt is not successful we propose an alliance on the following basis with Mexico:  That we shall make war together and together make peace.  We shall give general financial support, and it is understood that Mexico is to reconquer the lost territory in New Mexico, Texas, and Arizona.  The details are left for your settlement.

You are instructed to inform the President of Mexico of the above in the greatest confidence as soon as it is certain there will be an outbreak of war with the United States, and we suggest that the President of Mexico on his own initiative should communicate with Japan suggesting adherence at once to this plan; at the same time offer to mediate between Germany and Japan.

Please call to the attention of the President of Mexico that the employment of ruthless submarine warfare now promises to compel England to make peace in a few months.
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In 1919, a peace conference to formally end World War I was held at the Palace of Versailles near Paris.  President Wilson, heading the U.S. delegation, had a plan called the Fourteen Points that he hoped would restore stability to Europe.

Of Wilson’s points, eight dealt with boundary changes intended to allow European ethnic groups to decide their national identities.  Another point called for the formation of a League of Nations to oversee world peace.

However, Wilson’s idealism collided with hatred and fear.  The French premiere had lived through two German invasions of his country, and he was determined to prevent that from happening again.  The British prime minister had just won reelection with the slogan “Make Germany Pay.” Also, contrary to custom, the conference did not include officials of the defeated countries, and Russia and the smaller Allied nations were excluded.

The Treaty of Versailles created nine new nations and changed the boundaries of others.  (Shortly thereafter, in 192201923, the Soviet Union and Turkey came into being.)  But the treaty failed to establish a lasting peace.  The U.S. Senate even refused to sign the treaty because of fears that membership in the League would drag the United States, into future European squabbles.  Many historians blame the flawed treaty for encouraging the conflicts and resentments that surfaced in the 1930s and led to World War II.
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THE FOURTEEN POINTS

These were défined by President Wilson in an
address to Congress on January 8, 1918. Summarized
they are:

. ¥ Open covenants of peace, openly arrived ai.”
. Freedom of the seas, in peace and war.
3. Equality of trade conditions.
4. Reduction of armaments.
5. Adjustment of colonial claims with reference to
the wishes of the governed population.
6. Evacuation of all Russian territory.
7. Evacuation and restoration of Belgium.
8. Evacuation of French territory, restoration of
Alsace-Lorraine.
9. Readjustment of Italy’s frontiers along lines of
nationality.
10. Autonomous development for the peoples of Austria-
Hungary.
11. Independence of Roumania, Servia, and Monte-
negro. )
12. Relinquishment of Turkish control over non-Turk-
ish populations.
13. Erection of an independent Polish state, with
free and secure access to the sea.
14. A League of Nations to guarantee independence
and territorial integrity to great and small
states alike.
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